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COMMANDER’S MINUTE

Greetings fellow Legionnaires of Post 112:

| hope everyone is doing well. Life is a challenge at
times, but we must keep the faith and hope for the best.

We will continue with our “blended” meetings and hope
that more members will feel comfortable attending the
meetings at the Post.

Past Commander Costello is doing a great job with
membership and has reached the milestone of 100%!!!
Thank you, Past Commander Costello for an outstand-
ing effort, much appreciated. It is still up to all to recruit/
renew members.

We will be sending all our Boys State candidates this
year again and they have agreed to return in August to
recap their adventure. Try to attend and show these
students and parents how much we support this effort.

School awards program will ramp up next month again,
so join in with these rewarding programs if possible. Our
first presentation was done at UCF for their ROTC pro-
gram.

| have been Commander for 7 years now and really
would not want my picture to be the last one on our
chain of Commanders on the wall. Please spread the
word about our awesome Post so we can do more and
have more members.

It was also decided not to have a Memorial Day Cere-
mony this year. Please remember this special day in
your own way or attend another ceremony.

Our May meeting will feature our Post Everlasting Cere-
mony at the Post. This is a Sollom Ceremony showing
our respect to our fellow Legionnaires that have passed.

Perhaps when our Flag Retirement area is completed,
we can also use that area for get-together type things
weather permitting. As of now, there is no date of com-
pletion.

Talk to other Veterans about us, the Legion is going
strong. “Anyone who has served honorably in the US
Armed Forces since December 7, 1941 are now eligible
to join, including Active Duty” so bring them to a meet-
ing and check out our awesome Post.

Until next time, take care and God Bless.
For God and Country,
Jim Middlekauff, Commander

Winter Park Memorial Post 112
4490 North Goldenrod Road
Winter Park, FL 32792
www.wpflpostl12.org
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From Ted’s Table—Ted Costello

| am pleased to announce that the post has achieved 100% membership for the first
time in awhile. Commander, this one is for you, you have worked hard to keep this
post alive and well for years. | speak for the rest of the post giving you a big "THANK
YOU"!

Please keep working to increase our membership, we need younger members to keep
this post going in the future. For those of you that don't know, the post was chartered
in 1934 and we need all the support we can get to accomplish this.

2025 Legion Dues aare now DUWUIEY
Please send youlr $45 check to
PO Box 910, Goldenrod; FL 32733
T O DAY Y

AMERICANISM

RS

AMERICANISM

It is an unfailing love of America,

a loyalty to its ldeals and Principles,

a readiness to defend America against ;
all enemies both foreign and domestic, =~
. an undivided unquestionable allegience
to the American Flag and to the
Constitution of the United States,

with a desire to secure the blessings
of Liberty to ourselves and posterity.
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Notes From the Adjutant’s Desk

We will be hoIding the Post Elections at the May
Meeting, May 13" at 7 PM. Everyone is encour-
aged to attend either in person or online. You
must be a current (paid for 2025) member of the
Post to vote. The elected officers will be installed
at the July meeting.

Our Post will not be holding a Memorial Day ser-
vice this year. We do encourage you to partici-
pate in one in your area.

There is an article about the Department of Flori-
da Convention as well as the National American
Legion Convention that will be held in Tampa, FL,
this year. Be sure to read them and let me know if
you wish to attend either. The Post has two dele-
gate slots and two alternate slots for the Depart-
ment Convention. There will be a District Consti-
tutional Conference on May 10" to decide who
will be delegates and alternates to the National
Convention. If you are certain that you will attend
either convention, let me know. For the National
Convention, | will need to know by May 8". For
the Department of Florida Convention, | will need
to know by the end of May.

Our Scouts are off to summer camp and other
summer activities so we may have some tales to

L

relate when they return.

The Post was able to loan a wheelchair to a
veteran’s family who had a visitor for a week or
so who needed a wheelchair. We were happy
to deliver it, and they have since returned it with
their thanks and a donation to the Post.

Our Installation of Officers for 2025-2026 will be
held at the Post on Tuesday, July 8, at 7 PM.
This is a Post Family event, and we will be in-
stalling the officers for the Post, Auxiliary and
Son’s Squadron at this meeting. If you can at-
tend, there will be light refreshments available.
Come and meet the people who help to make
the Post run.

Finally, postage is going up, again! We expect
to hear the final word from the U S Postal Ser-
vice in the next month or two and it will probably
be taking effect in July. If you have an email ad-
dress where we can send the newsletter, and
you are still getting it by mail, please let us
know so that we can send it to you. As you can
see, even the mailed edition of the newsletter is
now in color as our printer has been able to
keep those costs down.
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Would your business like to advertise in our
Post newsletter? This newsletter, with distribu-
tion via email and USPS to over 200 members
and organizations, is now accepting advertising
for our monthly newsletters.

Advertising rates per issue are as follows:
1/4 page - $ 15.00 (3 3/4"w x 4 3/4"])

1/2 page - $ 25.00 (7 3/4"w x 4 3/4"| or 3 3/4"w
x 9 3/4")

Full page - $ 40.00 (7 3/4"w x 9 3/4")

Copy MUST be emailed to the editor as a jpg or
PDF file and payment MUST be mailed to Post
112 at PO Box 910, Goldenrod, FL 32733-0910

and received by the 15th of the month preced-
ing publication.

COPY DEADLINES:

Jan-Feb issue—10December

Mar-April issue—15February

May-June issue—15April

July-August issue—15June
September-October issue—15August
November-December issue—150ctober

QUESTIONS—Contact the editor at
321.303.7445 or email necolbert@usa.net

Under New ynmhlp /

Dear Valued Customers, Thank you for your support over the last 29yrs,
and as the new owners we value that loyalty.
We want to reassure you that our dedication to quality and customer service is our
#1 Priority. Our business hours are still 9am-4pm Mon-Fri.

We have a new email address that we will be using moving forward.
orders@perfectprintingfl.com

Thank You from Scott & Tawny Saunders.
We look forward to working with you and making your printing needs Perfect.

Please also review our other pages.

@ www.perfeciprintingfl.com @perfectprintingfl @perfectprintingfl

@ Flyers & Brochures @ BusinessCards @ Envelopes
& PostCards & EDDM & Digital & 0ffSet &' Promotional

@ Vehicle Graphics @/ Embroidery @ Signage
@ Company Branding @ Large & Small Runs @ And Much More

O 407.677.4077

4962 Hall Rd
Orlando, FL 32817

=X Mobile Notary Services
conmermascs 40N CenralForida Sinee 1970

407.401.8360
nell.colbert@communimatics.com

Remote On-Line Services
Available

Powers of Attorney,
School forms,
-9 forms,
Last Will & Testament,
Healthcare forms,
Wedding Officiant

Where Making it OFFICIAL
Meets CONVENIENCE

Notary Public & Certified Signing Agent

National Notary Assoc.
Goldenrod Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors

www.communimatics.com
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Our House Building Auxiliary—Nell Colbert

We conducted our Girls State
interviews at the end of February
with eight amazing candidates
from whom we selected two del-
egates and two alternates.

We have already been notified
that one of our alternates has
been picked up as a delegate for
another Unit who could not se-
cure enough interested girls from
their local high schools to hold
Girls State interviews even
though they paid for a delegate.

At our February meeting, we
judged the Americanism Essays
that we received from Eastbrook
and Dommerich  Elementary
Schools. The winning essays
were forwarded to Department
for the state contest.

We have begun getting respons-
es from our elementary schools
about our annual Scholastic
Achievement awards that are
presented to 5th graders as they
transition to Middle School. All
our schools hold their graduation

ceremonies during the last three
days of school so we will need
help getting the awards present-
ed. We have scripts prepared
and Nell will make sure that our
medals and certificates are ready
for the end of May. If you are
available May 21-23, please con-
tact Nell by email or phone.

Our Nominating Committee met
after our March meeting and the
following slate was presented at
our April Meeting:

e President—Marge Berrios

e Vice president—Terry Berrios

-Guariglia

e Secy-Treas—Nell Colbert

e Chaplain—Debi Shannon

e Sgt-at-Arms—Laurel Ross

Our elections will be held during
our May meeting on the 20th and
our installation will be held as a
joint Legion Family event in July.

We continue to celebrate the
birthdays of our military service
branches by providing a birthday
cake in the months the branch
was formed. We celebrated the
birthday of the American Legion
at the Post’s March meeting.

The next birthday celebration will
be for the US Army in June.

In Marh, we welcomed two new
members into our Unit—Karen,

one of our Girls State alternates,
and her Mom, Sara. We are so
glad you are here!

We were again asked by the
Central Florida Chapter of MOAA
(Military Officers Association of
America) to assist them in ob-
taining another grant from the
national American Legion Auxil-
iary Association for their Creative
Arts for Veterans project. We
agreed to sponsor their efforts
and we’re waiting for confirma-
tion that their grant has been ap-
proved.

We also discussed another ser-
vice project for the fall called
“Tushies and Toes” where we
will be collecting NEW socks and
underwear for students at East-
brook Elementary. The school is
thrilled to be the recipient of our
latest project. Our newest Junior,
Karen, is an NJROTC student at
Winter Park High School and she
will be coordinating collection
efforts at WPHS for the NJROTC
Unit. More information about this
project coming in the next news-
letter.

We welcome all Veteran spous-
es along with the mothers, sis-
ters, grandmothers and grand-
daughters of Veterans who
would like to actively support
our military, our youth and our
community through our commu-
nity service projects. To become
involved, please call Nell at
321.303.7445.

Check out our Facebook page
at:
https://www.facebook.com/ALA112FL
or our website at:
www.AmLegionAux112FL.com
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Notes from Qur Service Officer

Reminder for VA Secure Sign In: The dead-
line to switch from DS Lo-
gon to ID.me or Login.gov is still September 30,
2025.

The Defense Finance and Accounting Service
(DFAS) announced key updates in its March 2025
retiree newsletter regarding the Real ID Act and
the Next Generation Uniformed Services |dentifi-
cation (USID) Card. Effective May 7, 2025, the
Real ID Act mandates compliant IDs for domestic
flights and access to federal facilities like military
bases. Timeline: Start by April 2025, as DFAS
warns of backlogs closer to theMay 7,
2025 deadline, when non-compliant IDs lose va-
lidity.

Retirees should check their card’s expiration, en-
sure dependents upgrade too, and act soon to
stay compliant. A non-compliant ID could block
air travel or base access after May 7, 2025. For
more details or support, visit dfas.mil or cac.mil.
Plan ahead to secure your benefits without inter-
ruption.

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
Ranking Member Mark Takano (CA-39) con-
vened a roundtable with more than a dozen vet-
eran organizations and advocacy groups to dis-
cuss toxic exposures on and around domestic

military bases. Military firefighters are exposed
to per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS),
which stem from the use of aqueous film form-
ing foam to extinguish fuel fires. There is need
for Congress to carefully monitor the VA Pre-
sumption Decision Process that systematically
evaluates presumptive conditions of service
connection.

The House passed six bipartisan bills for veter-
ans and their families. H.R. 1039, Clear Com-
munication for Veterans Claims Act, that would
simplify VA notice letters to make them more
understandable to recipients and H.R.
1228, Prioritizing Veterans’ Survivors Act, that
would move the Office of Survivors Assistance
to the Office of the Secretary to ensure prioriti-
zation of all survivor benefits.

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency an-
nounced four identifications for service mem-
bers who have been missing and unaccounted
for from World War Il and the Korean War.

Identifications: World War Il Army Cpl. Delmont
Johnston, World War Il Marine Corps Pfc. John
H. Newstrom, Korean War Army Sgt. Elwyn
Dean Nordyke and Korean War Army Cpl. Rob-
ert Lee Brewster.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1039/text?s=5&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22H.R.+1039%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1228/text?s=6&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22H.R.+1228%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1228/text?s=6&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22H.R.+1228%22%7D
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4149523/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-johnston-d/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4149523/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-johnston-d/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4139852/marine-accounted-for-from-wwii-newstrom-j/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4139852/marine-accounted-for-from-wwii-newstrom-j/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4149518/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-nordyke-e/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4149518/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-nordyke-e/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4149509/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-brewster-r/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4149509/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-brewster-r/
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LCES is an acronym used by wildland firefighting but is also useful to all of
us. L stands for Lookouts, C for Communication, E is for Escape Routes,
and S for Safety Zones. Let us look at this in the biblical aspect of to be
used by us in everyday life.

Lookouts are just as on a ship or in the field, there is always a lookout look-
ing for danger. How many times have you responded because a lookout
warned you? You may look no further than when you are using your GPS or
Waze program when driving.

Communication is one of our biggest challenges especially when we are trying to solve a problem,
but God wants you to talk with HIM first. We all need to be able to communicate with God as well as
our family members.

Escape Routes are needed in case of a fire or if there are dangers on the roads ahead. God al-
ways has an escape route for each of us in every situation, but we must ask for his help. When
were you in a situation and God provided you with that escape route?

Finally, Safety Zones, and this may be in your time of reading the Bible and listening for God to
speak to you. We can always be in our Safety Zones within our thoughts and looking for the good
inside of each situation.

You see God can be related to the acronym LCES, and we can use it every day to be safe in a world
of hate. We must always remember to read God’s message to us in the Bible and pray, asking for
his help in all things.

Ephesians 6: 10-13:

10 Finally, my brethren be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand the evil
day and having done all to stand.

Let us pray: Our most gracious and heavenly Father thank you for your protection from being our
lookout, communicating to me your desires, showing me how to escape situations that could cause
me harm and keeping me in your safety zone. Your Word is a lamp into my feet and it is up to me to
follow you. Heavenly Father be with every member of our great nation and protect our veterans,
service personnel and first responders as well as their families.

This we pray in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, AMEN.

Billy Dover
Chaplain
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America is called the land of the free and the home of the brave. To be able to say that
has come at a great cost over many generations. This Memorial Day weekend let us re-
member, and express our deepest gratitude for, all those who have died in service to
our nation. The freedom that we, and many others in the world, enjoy today was made
possible by their sacrifice.

The 6th District Constitutional Conference is being held at Post 80 in St. Cloud on Saturday, May
10. Join your local squadrons and help choose our District leadership - or become part of it.

The 53rd Annual Detachment Convention will be held June 12 — 15, 2025 at the Hilton Lake Buena
Vista located at 1751 Hotel Plaza Blvd, Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830. Come out and join your fellow

sons for some fellowship and hear about how we are supporting the Legion and our nation.

For God and Country
Commander Jimbo

American Legion Department Convention

Convention time — American
Legion style — Want to go?

The Department of Florida Amer-
ican Legion Convention is com-
ing up in June, and the American
Legion National Convention is
coming up in August in Tampa.
There is a lot going on at these
conventions and a lot to learn.
You also get to meet some really
great people from around the
State and Country. The Post is
always looking for members to
attend these conventions and
contrary to ancient belief, they
are quite interesting. The agen-
das will be posted soon, and you
can see what is available. The
Department of Florida conven-
tion can be found at
https://floridalegion.org/
convention/event-agenda/

and the National convention can
be found at
https://www.legion.org/get-
involved/meetings/national-
convention.

If you wish to be a delegate to
the Department of Florida Con-
vention representing the Post, let
me know. We can have two dele-
gates and two alternates for the
Post. As | am already attending, |
will be one delegate that we
know will be there. If you are
available and interested in being
a delegate or alternate, we would
be glad to have you, however, if
you volunteer to be one, we must
pay a fee for you, so please at-
tend. You are encouraged to at-
tend regardless of whether you
are a delegate/alternate or not.
There are a lot of classes for the
various Legion activities

The National Convention in Tam-
pa will be held from August 22"
to August 28th. The Department
of Florida sends delegates and
alternates to the National Con-
vention. Delegates and Alter-
nates are chosen at the District

Constitutional Conference which
will be held in St. Cloud at Post
80 on Saturday, May 10", at 9
AM. If you want to attend the Na-
tional Convention as a Delegate
or Alternate, please let me know
ASAP so that | can try to get
your name on the roster. Please
do not “apply” if you are not sure
that you are attending the Con-
vention as the slots are limited. |
can pretty much guarantee that it
will be interesting, and you won’t
have to travel across the country
to attend. The National Conven-
tion is held in a different state
each year. Tampa is as close as
we will get in some time. And, as
a delegate or alternate, some of
your expenses may be covered
by the Department. Send me a
message if you are interested
and | will get the details to you.
Again, only apply if you are cer-
tain that you will attend.


https://floridalegion.org/convention/event-agenda/
https://floridalegion.org/convention/event-agenda/
https://www.legion.org/get-involved/meetings/national-convention
https://www.legion.org/get-involved/meetings/national-convention
https://www.legion.org/get-involved/meetings/national-convention
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE

UNITED STATES ARMY

School Medals—Bob Colbert

School medals are upon us! The ROTC and JROTC medals have been
given out. Our Sea Cadet medals will be awarded in early May, and the
Elementary School medals will be presented at the end of May.

This year, WE NEED YOUR HELP! We have seven schools that the Sl -
Post presents at and all seven will be having their ceremonies within
three days. In the past, the Commander, Chaplain and Sgt at Arms have
assisted me in presenting them. While it sounds like we have them cov-
ered, this year | will not be as available as in the past due to having
grandchildren with their ceremonies on some of the days that our schools
are having their ceremonies.

| will be sending out a list of schools and dates shortly by email. If you are interested and do not
have email, call and leave a message at 407-671-6404 and | will let you know where we can use
your help
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BOYS STATE—Bob Colbert

By the time that you see this article, our Boys State del-
egates will have been to the required Orientation meet-
ing at Post 286 in Pine Castle. We had the selection at
the end of February and selected four youth to attend
as our Delegates, and we had our alternate picked up
by Post 39 to represent their Post at Boys State. You
[ <R may recall that historically
our alternates have been
picked by other Posts who
were not successful in get- =
ting qualified youth to at-| =
tend. The second alter-|
nate shown in the pictures
was not able to represent’
the Post due to a conflict.

The boys will be attending Boys State in mid-June and will be coming to
our August meeting to let us know what they thought and how they did.

Don’t forget, you can always attend meetings online and not have to
drive to the Post.

Saluting the Flag—Update

Obviously, service personnel salute the Flag when in uniform. But, did you know, that as Veterans,
we have the unique ability to salute the Flag when OUT OF UNIFORM?

Here is some information that you may find helpful with the latest updates. Please note that some
patriotic organizations may have added their own traditions beyond the articles quoted below.

My source of information is Article 4 US CODE Ch 1: THE FLAG. For those reading this online, |
have included the “hyperlink” for your convenience.

Pledge of Allegiance - (Section 4) Members of the Armed Forces not in uniform and veterans may
render the military salute in the manner provided for persons in uniform. This change occurred in
2013.

Hoisting, lower and the passing of the Flag - (Section 9) During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering
the flag or when the flag is passing in a parade or in review, all persons present in uniform should
render the military salute. Members of the Armed Forces and veterans who are present but not in
uniform may render the military salute.

During the National Anthem — (Section 10) The President authorized hand-salutes during the nation-
al anthem by veterans and out-of-uniform military personnel. This was included in the Defense Au-
thorization Act of 2009, which President Bush signed on Oct. 14, 2008.


https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?hl=false&edition=prelim&path=%2Fprelim%40title4%2Fchapter1&req=granuleid%3AUSC-2023-title4-chapter1&num=0
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Happy Birthday to YOU!
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Happy Birthday to YOU! JUNE
Happy Birthday to you! 6 B G J
Happy Birthday dear . 7 Gruneaul\,/l (le(o_lr_ge
Happy Birthday to YOU! agne, Viar
8 Colbert, Phil

MAY 13  Council, James M Sr

6  Caruso, Claudia D 19 Santiago, Maria

6  Colbert, Landon B 23 Mishoe, Floyd E

6 Squires, Mark S 5 Fleming, John F Jr

9 Piltz, Kerry oA,

15 Sexton, Caleb R

15 Sexton, Chase M

21 Finch, Glenn H

23  Sprague, Arthur R Jr
24 Colon, Alfonso

Josh Snider

Owner/Operator

321-332-8701

SemperFiPressureWashing.net
semperfipw@yahoo
Veteran Owned & Operated y

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Al Sines

NON-PRESSURE o 4076167322 | Al.Sines@PremierSIR.com Representing your
ROOF CLEANING o AlSines PremierSothebysRealty.com homebuying and selling needs

BRICK PAVER 23 yearsin local real estate

SEALING RO 25 years in the United States Air Force ; :
Premier | Sotheby’s

Fu"y Insured With Workers Comp & Liabi"ty Devoted to finding your forever home with

the loyalty only a fellow veteran can provide PremierSothebysRealty.com
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Winter Park Memorial Post 112
4490 North Goldenrod Road
Winter Park, FL 32792

www.wpflpost112.org

CALENDAR

MAY Event
5  SAL Meeting - 7PM -ZOOM only & Cinco DeMayo
11 Mother’s Day
13 Post General Meeting & Elections - 7 PM
20 Auxiliary Meeting - 7PM - ZOOM only - Elections
26 Memorial Day

JUNE
2  SAL Meeting - 7PM -ZOOM only
10 Post General Meeting - 7PM
13-15 Department Convention - Lake Buena Vista Hilton
14 Flag Day
15 Father's Day
17 Auxiliary Meeting - 7PM - ZOOM only

Please see our website for additional dates
and more detailed info about each event.

OFFICER’S DIRECTORY

Commander: Jim Middlekauff
407-977-0521-racenut478@aol.com

Vice Commander: Ted Costello
352-394-7719 -tcostello18@cfl.rr.com

Adjutant: Bob Colbert
407-619-9611-bcolbert@usa.net

Finance Officer: Bob Colbert
407-619-9611-bcolbert@usa.net

Chaplain: Billy Dover
407-383-9455-bgdjr@hotmail.com

Sgt. At Arms: Ron Gagne
407-657-7569 -RonGagne@embargmail.com

Historian: Larry Middour
407-671-2509 -Itmiddour@embargmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Nell Colbert
321.303.7445 -necolbert@usa.net
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